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CHINA UPDATE

DANIEL MOY

July 01, 2008

Just wanted to send you all a word of en-
couragement and update on what has been
going on with me. As many of you know | am
currently in China for the summer for Archi-
tecture and will be coming back very soon.
China was a great experience; it was really
nice to go back and see the sites and espe-
cially try to practice the language. Met some
great people, and got closer to a lot of my
classmates. | think that is something God
was working into this trip. | did not get to do
much evangelism or verbally proclaim the
gospel. But | had a lot of opportunities in
which | got to explain my actions and tell of
a changed life, which was really encourag-
ing. It even gave me a chance to evaluate my
decisions and to rethink why it is | do what |
do.

| also give praises to God who in his time will
provide a way out. In Hong Kong the first
part of my trip going to church was easy. It
was only a matter of finding one. | found a
nice fellowship/church which had a heart to
see the gospel spread in Hong Kong and
China. As | was leaving to China they were

partnering up for two huge conferences.
One of them as | recalled had over 5,000
mainland pastors coming, and the other had
the same or double which were for the peo-
ple of Hong Kong. Unfortunately | missed all
of that.

As we began to travel in China, the schedule
got busier and busier. Traveling around was
almost daily and as soon we got settled we
had to fly out to another city. Looking back |
realize that my devotion was lessen; yet,
His word remained in my heart more than
ever. My actions and thoughts almost every
step of the way in a day was in conscious
thought of the Word. Then in the times that
| could get to scripture or devotional mate-
rial, it was just so refreshing.

| think the one thing that God was pouring
out on my heart was the necessity to have a
schedule in which there is a day you seek
him out with fellowship. In the three weeks
in China as we went to Xian, Shanghai and
Beijing | was not able to go to church at all.
There are a couple of reasons for that, one |
always flew on Sunday or Saturday, and
there simply was not enough time to try and
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look for one.

That experience made it very clear to me
two things, that we need to constantly
seek out seekers because at any time we
may never know who has it in their heart
to go to church or have a need to hear
the gospel. Shyness is always the culprit,
so it’s important that we continually talk
about the times in which we meet as a
fellowship or even other events which
may present opportunities to evangelize.
Sometimes all a person needs is to
maybe eavesdrop onto a conversation
about God.

Secondly, | saw that with my hectic
schedule how important it was to be able
to accommodate seekers at all times. Es-
pecially as Christians, our obligation and
joy should always be God first. When it
comes to a friend asking us something of
spiritual matters and we are busy. It’s im-
portant we do everything we can to ac-
commodate for that person in that very
moment. The opportunity may not come
again » and also the urgency of that mat-
ter may not be able to wait until later. My
desire to go to church or fellowship with
brothers and sisters was often squelched
because of my schedule, and | wonder to
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myself instead of being so critical of others
when they miss church or college group or
youth group. How can we as Christians show
God's love by accommodating them? | am as
guilty as the next in asking and then some-
times judging others on their reason for
missing church. | realize that asking people is
okay » but only if asking leads to encourage-
ment or telling them of another opportunity
that is on the path to love.

At last the program was coming to an end
and | was flying to Chengdu, Sichuan Provi-
dence. The earthquake affected this city but
the quality of building was better and little
to no damage was seen here. The second
day * my contact had invited me to church,
the first time in three weeks. | went early be-
cause | did not want to get lost. | walked in
on them during practice » and as soon as
they started singing it was so beautiful to
hear and see others praising God in a famil-
iar setting. It was as if | had not had anything
to drink in weeks and my thirst had brought
me to desperation, and then all of a sudden
| find a natural spring as far as the eye can
see. This was the joy of my heart » being
able to praise in a comfortable place and fa-
miliar settings.

After Chengdu, Philippines was next. Philip-



— S — s — s — s — s — s — s ——

pines is a very tropical area » the comforts
of seeing nice buildings with good interiors
is a thing of the past, a lot like going to Be-
lize. The weather is hot and gross, and you
sweat as you sleep. But the place is beauti-
ful. I was picked up from the airport and
was instantly plugged into what was hap-
pening here. | stayed with ISOM, which is
a branch of Jesus Saves Ministries. Cur-
rently they are training 15 men and 15
women to be bearers of the gospel to this
country. The work they do is quite inspir-
ing; | went from an okay room to living in
the jungle in a less than shack, which is still
better than what I've seen. But we slept 4
people in a room, which was no more
than 8 feet by 15 feet. We slept on boards
and had no mosquito nets * which | could
not handle. Boards | could deal with but
the mosquitoes were vicious, plus dengi
fever was a real threat » plus | did not take
malaria pills. Anyways, seeing these living
conditions and the hearts of the servants
who lived there make a night-and-day dif-
ference. The room | stayed in was a small
missions team of two pastors which daily
go twice into the jungle to evangelize as
well as meet with contacts (people who
have responded and are somewhat open
to visits). Discouragement comes in

waves * whether it be from people reject-
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ing, finances » uncertainty, persecution »
slow advancement, you name it and it’s
there. But through it all they hold tight that
where they are and what they have been
called to do is by God's mercy and grace so
they continue to pursue it with constant
prayer » study and action. | realize how lazy
| have been, how much | make excuses. Be-
cause in their hearts they are certain the
gospel is true and is power is not limited by
their ability because it is the word of God. |
wish for a faith like that, but | often worry
about whom | may offend, or what if | screw
it up. But | also know in my heart that God
will not let his people remain lost, and de-
spite our words if their hearts have been
opened by God the spirit will speak through
us in ways we could not even understand. It
is also true that if you do not practice evan-
gelism, how can you ever expect to know
how to evangelize? It is something we need
to work at consistently. We always talk about
how good some people are at telling others,
well it is firstly by God's grace but they prac-
tice it and know it. This is what | need to do,
and | hope with all this reading you too have
taken something from this. | hope and pray
that God speaks to you with my experience
because | know it was not just for me, but it
was meant for me to go and come back to
share it.
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Youth group of Coral Springs, your money
is going here. | will be donating about

$200 » here. For your money | do not
know where it will go but | will throw some
numbers at you for what it can do for a
thriving ministry student. Every US dollar is
worth about 44 php, pesos. That shack |
stayed at costs 1 » 500 pesos per month.
Their electricity bill is 30 pesos, the water
is a little more than the electricity. 10 pe-
sos will get you a glass bottle of coke. 600
pesos will buy you a polo shirt. 140 pesos
will get you a whole chicken. 1kg of rice
will cost about 44 pesos. (Rice is a staple
food which both poor and rich eat; in the
recent two years the price of rice has tri-
pled from 15 pesos to 45 pesos in two
years » and people go to sleep hungry and
not full or having not eaten at all.) The mis-
sions team gets a contingency fund of 3000
pesos either per year or per month for
food etc. A year’s tuition for a seminary
student costs 10, 000 pesos. $200 US will
yield about 8 » 800 pesos. So you can think
of the ways the money may be used.

e — S — s e——_
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Update on September 17,
2008

| realize that letter being published is about
2 months old. | would like to send you an-
other update on what has been going on
with me. In these last couple of months |
have been struggling deeply with love » sin
and disbelief. | have been convicted of my
position in my faith. | realize that | rely far
too little on God. This realization came when
| was caught dead in my sin, when | came to
a realization that | enjoy sinning far more
than | enjoy God. Yet the words from my
mouth never caught up with my actions; |
often found myself asking for forgiveness;
yet hours, even minutes later, | would find
myself delighting once again in sin and not
God. | took a lot of time and looked deeply
into my heart and tracing out the roots of
my actions.

My conclusion was that | never realized how
dead | was in my sin. | did not treasure the
resurrection or the necessity of Christ having
to come die for me. He died a gruesome
death because the punishment of death is a
gruesome death. He also arose gloriously
and defeated sin (Romans 5-6). | am con-
tinually learning of his impact in my life. But
| needed to change my perspective; | needed
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to see how much better it was not to sin
than it was, how much better it was to
take pleasure in God than it was to pleas-
ure in sin. We need to believe and know
that God has defeated sin and we need to
take the power from that truth and believe
in such a way that our actions prove this
truth.

But again God always is faithful and contin-
ues to prove his love by never turning his
back; as we are reminded, His mercies are
new everyday. Now | am realizing and
seeking out the reality of His love. God is
love » and Jesus was the act of love for
us, so we now must respond if we have
Christ. We cannot be Christians if we have
no love (1 John). So this is my encourage-
ment as well as my challenge to you,
brothers and sisters. If God is love, and
love is in us because of Jesus, why aren't
we living the way of love? If Jesus was real
and the resurrection was real and the
death was real, why are we continuing to
live a life that is tolerant of sin, and toler-
ant of hatred and injustice? We often hear
how the church has failed, or society has
failed. But the real issue is that we have
failed personally to live as Christ followers.
Let us encourage one another and build
one another that we may pass the love of
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Christ on to one another and others. Let us
be known by our love. Wake up church! We
are a sleeping giant; we need to see that
being a Christian goes far beyond than just
knowing about Christ » but we must KNOW
CHRIST and the only way to do that is live as
he lived, and love as he loved. Wake up and
be restored > he is the perfect-er of our
faith. Let him work in us by believing in his
power to do all things. He cannot work if we
do not have faith in His power. Not to say
that his power is a condition based on our
belief, but we simply will not be able to rec-
ognize that He is working. Live as Christ actu-
ally lived in you. This is my struggle and |
want you to all share this struggle.
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THE WORTH OF THE GOSPEL

BY GENEVIEVE TRIEU

“lI thank God for the privilege of
letting me suffer for Him. | only pray
that | can continue to use my life in
more ways to bring glory to my Lord
Jesus Christ.” | sat on a hard wood
bench at a Gospel for Asia Bible college
somewhere in India, and listened to
this Bible college student tell his story.
There were no doors or windows. Just
a concrete room with an open cut out
to walk into the room. There were no
lights » but sunlight, and the light of
this young brother’s testimony. It was
an experience that still impacts me to-
day. The Bible college student told of
when he went to do outreach in a local
city with another student. They were
handing out Gospel literature and tell-
ing people about Jesus. Then an anti-
Christian mob surrounded them and
began to take the tracts and New Testa-
ments from their hands and burn
them. They even threatened to burn
the two students > but didn't, thank
God! They did-> however beat these
two students for three and a half
hours. The mob was too big for the po-
lice to control. But God protected
these bible college students. Not one

bone in both of their bodies was broken.
The people beating them were amazed
and asked these brothers “How are you
not hurt? We've been beating you for so
long?” The bible college students an-
swered back “You can do whatever you
want to us, but we are the Lord Jesus’
and we belong to Him.” This incident
happened last year » in 2007.

As | shook this brother's hand, |
could not help but be amazed. Look at all
he suffered for the sake of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. He was rejoicing that the
Lord had kept him alive and that He had
the opportunity to be persecuted in the
name of Jesus Christ. Wow.

What about me? I've never suf-
fered like that for the name of Jesus
Christ and | probably never will. But the
question is. does the message of the
Gospel mean that much to me? Would |
be willing to suffer physical harm just to
bring the Gospel to those who have
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never heard it before? Am I willing to liter-
ally give up everything for the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ? These were some really challeng-
ing questions | was hit with. I'm not going
to go to India and hand out tracts, that
would be absurd since | don't even know
the language and wouldn't be able to an-
swer any questions or communicate with
the people. But | can be informed about the
persecution going on in the world right
now . and | can pray for these Christians. |
have also decided to give my life to serve at
Gospel for Asia right now to help the Gospel
of Jesus Christ go out to some of the most
unreached people in the world.

You probably cannot quit your job or
education and go serve, but there are prac-
tical ways you can help the message of the
Gospel to be distributed all over Asia! You
can pray! Stay informed by getting urgent
prayer request from all around the world
(http:/lwww.gfa.org/persecution/news). Did
you know that one U.S. dollar can buy 125
Gospel Tracts (http://www.gfa.org/donation/
tools-for-missionaries)? Did you know Dby
supporting one home staff person at Gospel
for Asia- you are enabling 200 native mis-

sionaries to spread the Gospel of Jesus
Christ to thousands of people who
have never heard the Gospel before?

But it's not about who you are,
or what you do- or how much you
give. What really matters is, how much
is the Gospel worth to you? A cup of
Starbucks? A year's worth of cable? A
life? Seek the Lord. Pray about it. How
much does the Gospel of Jesus Christ
mean to you? How much does it im-
pact your life? How many times a day
are you thinking about it? Is the Gospel
of Jesus Christ worth it. whatever it
may be? It is.
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My Testimony

Elizabeth Yuen

“How wonderful God is! He has never

forsaken any of us.” I came to realize that
during my week at Student Life.

Prior to Student Life I had an unstable
relationship with Christ. I came to
church kind of sparingly but honestly I
strayed and that was a fact I cannot deny.
This year, my freshman year, has been
the most dramatic and life changing. I've
seen and walked the broad road-“Enter
through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate
and broad is the road that leads to destruc-
tion, and many enter through it” (Matthew

7:13).

I walked about 100 miles into it, into

sin. Then one Friday night when I came
to JCYF, we split into small groups and
were in preparation for Student Life. We
spoke about the shepherd and His flock
[John 10:1-18]. The thing that hit me the
most during that Bible study was the re-
lationship between the sheep and shep-
herd. Back then when a lamb was born
the shepherd would break its legs and
carry it around, therefore making the

lamb depend on the shepherd for every-
thing.

Jesus is the good shepherd and that
night I prayed that God would break my

legs. Ever since then my life began to fall into
place. Honestly, I wasn’t excited for Student
Life at first. But God put people in my life so
that I wouldn’t miss out on Him, which al-
lowed me to go. I honestly don’t regret it at
all because He opened up my eyes and my
heart once more.

Before I really thought that I could do it by
myself, but I could not and I needed Jesus.
The very first day when Louie Giglio told us
how small we are compared to God and that
we are getting smaller » God really humbled
me and brought me to tears. He let me reflect
and called me back to Him, called me back
to the flock. He set me apart from the world.
“All the nations will be gathered before him » and

he will separate the people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats” (Matthew 24:32).

I became like the world but I never con-
formed because I am rooted in Christ. And
even though I wandered so far, God has al-

ways kept watch over me — protecting me.

I've strayed twice during my walk with God,
but each time God calls me back and I come
back stronger. In all of Student Life I was
convicted and decided to recommit myself to
God. Therefore I want to glorify God by my
life that I live for Him.
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Guidelines for articles
© The Light of Coral Springs is a place fo

brothers and sisters to communicate

through written words. We therefore welco ur articles » including devotion »

sharing » testimony » daily thoughts » p > and so on. In order to encourage a

greater variety of contribution » please li ur article to 2 » 000 words or less o

© The Light of Coral Springs will be publi
Please submit your article anytime.

© Please type your article on double-spa ages. Attached as Microsoft Word files
and E-mail to brother Guang long Zhu: gu ngzhu@yahoo.com

© The Publication Department reserves the rights to edit and publish all articles.

every quarter for 4 issues a year.



